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DISTAFF   AND   LOOM   ARE   NEVER   LONG   IDLE   IN   BULGARIA

The peasant women in Bulgaria are very industrious and never let their hands be idle.  There

is always flax or wool to be spun and cloth to be woven, for not only do they make all the

material for their clothes, but they also make homespun for export.   Here, at Dobromiri,

women and girls have gathered together for a general spinning and weaving bee.

In many oriental lands hand-spinning
and hand-weaving have not been super-
seded by machinery and are not likely to
be. The hand-made carpets and rugs of
the East are in great demand all over fee
world, not only because of their beauty
of design, but because the care with which
they are made and the beautiful colorings
produced by_the use of vegetable dyes,
mean that these wares will outlast many
a machine-made article, in the coloring of
which mineral dyes have been used. In
museums we may see examples of Persian
and Turkish rugs and carpets two or three
hundred years old, as freshly colored and
beautiful as when they were made.

The looms of Europe and America
supply China and India with an immense
quantity of cheap cotton fabrics and
woolens, but fortunately, the hand-loom
plays an important part among the
natives of those countries. Some of the
most beautiful hand-made materials in
the world come from China, and an old
piece of Chinese tapestry will fetch a
large price and Indian silks are prized for
their quality and design. Yet the looms
on which these lovely materials are inade
appear very crude and imperfect.

China and India are, however, the
homes of old civilizations. Even the most
primitive people have taught themselves
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